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Overview

The Interstate 405 crossing segment of the Grand 
Connection is a bold and ambitious move. One that 
will reconnect the urban fabric of Downtown Bellevue 
and the Wilburton Commercial Area. It provides a 
unique opportunity to create new open and public 
space for the city, as well as serve as a catalyst for the 
future vision of the Wilburton Commercial Area urban 
neighborhood.

The Next Steps chapter provides a high level framework 
to select and advance a vision for the crossing. 
Following adoption of the Sequence Two framework 
plan, this chapter should be revisited and updated to 
ensure that the strategies remain relevant as the vision 
evolves. The chapter should also be updated following 
direction provided by City Council 

Near Term (1-2 Years)

1. Selection of a Preferred Alternative

Following review of this report, the Bellevue City 
Council should select an alternative that best satisfies 
the principles and goals established as part of the initial 
visioning, and assists in fulfilling the vision of the city 
and its future for the Wilburton Commercial Area and 
Downtown. 

Important factors to consider as part of the selection 
should include
• Create a signature piece of infrastructure that is 

visually dynamic and iconic.
• Pursue opportunities to create public space on or 

adjacent to the crossing.
• Create a safe and comfortable crossing for 

pedestrians and cyclists.

• Mitigate the impacts, including sights and sounds 
of Interstate 405.

• Interface with the future Eastside Rail Corridor.
• Integrate with future development opportunities 

east and west of Interstate 405.
• Serve as a catalyst to encourage the development 

of the future vision of the Wilburton Commercial 
Area.

• Cost
• Impacts to private and public property

2. Begin Design Refinement of Preferred 
Alternative

The visioning process established exciting and 
transformational alternatives for crossing Interstate 
405, but a large body of work remains to advance 
the vision of a preferred alternative. In their current 
form, the crossings are representative of a schematic 
vision. Upon selection of a preferred alternative the 
City should begin a refined design study that includes 
preliminary engineering and structural analysis, as 
well as additional refinement of the preferred design 
concept. This work would also include a refinement 
to the cost estimate as details of the crossing would be 
developed at a greater level of detail. 

3. Continued Stakeholder and Public 
Engagement

The crossing will pose a significant impact to 
Interstate 405, and a continued dialogue should be 
established with the Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT). This should include 
significant concerns from WSDOT, impacts from 
future or planned projects, and strategies to complete 
construction with minimal impact to the interstate.
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With each crossing bearing some impact on adjacent 
private property it will be essential to maintain a 
collaborative approach to create a successful vision, 
and one that integrates well with future development. 
These key stakeholders should remain engaged 
to produce a shared vision for the design, and to 
also understand the requirements for easements or 
property acquisitions.

As a significant infrastructure project, the Interstate 
405 crossing segment of the Grand Connection will 
bring sweeping changes to Bellevue’s landscape. It will 
be essential to maintain strong public engagement 
to obtain support and buy-in for the design, and to 
ensure that programming and public spaces meet the 
needs and expectations of Bellevue’s residents, visitors, 
and employment base. This should occur through 
periodic open houses, and maintaining an updated 
web presence as the project continues to evolve. 

4. Identify Funding Sources and 
Opportunities

The Interstate 405 crossing will represent a significant 
cost, but one that could be achieved through a 
multitude of funding sources. The City should provide 
opportunities within the budget for future design, 
refinement, and engineering, but there is also a need to 
begin developing a financing strategy. Such strategies 
could include:

• Federal funding sources
• State funding sources
• Local bonding
• Local tax revenue sources
• Grants related to connecting employment and 

housing, materiality, or other innovative design 
and construction approaches.

• Private contributions
• Revenue produced from an incentive based 

development system
• Public - Private Partnership

Upon selection of a preferred alternative, the city 
should immediately begin identifying funding 
opportunities as it could significantly impact the 
design refinement process. 

5. Identify Property and Easement Needs

Upon selection of a preferred alternative the City 
should identify all impacts to private and publicly 
owned property. This should include necessary 
acquisition, easements and corresponding agreements 
(maintenance, access, utilities, etc.), and any 
opportunities for partnerships.

Mid-Term (3 - 5 Years)

1. Acquire Necessary Property or Easements

The City should begin budgeting for any necessary 
property acquisitions and easement agreements in 
advance. Prior to pursuing advanced engineering 
and final design the city should begin making any 
necessary agreements and purchases. This will ensure 
that significant changes in design will not be required 
as the crossing moves into the final design process.

2. Begin Advanced Engineering and Final 
Design

Upon securing property and easements, and beginning 
the assembly of funding sources, the City should enter 
final design and engineering stages. 
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